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LETTER FROM
THE PRESIDENT

Dear Members,

After a year filled with significant achievements, we are preparing for the new year with greater 
awareness, stronger focus, and even stronger determination to reach our goals.

We began 2026 with the participation of two strong businesswomen members, each 
distinguished in her own field. This beginning has become a concrete indicator of USKD’s 
structure, which continues to grow through knowledge, experience, and leadership. Each new 
member not only adds to our strength but also makes the path toward our goals more solid and 
faster.

The institutional visits we carried out throughout January became important steps in bringing 
our sustainable development vision into the field. The meetings held with the Consulate General 
of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, the İzmir Planning Agency, and the Mayor of 
Karabağlar Municipality, Mr. Helil Kınay, once again highlighted the strong collaborations that can 
be established between the public sector, local administrations, and civil society. These 
engagements strengthened the potential for joint production and concrete projects.

Within the same month, we held up a strategic mirror to our institutional structure through a 
SWOT analysis conducted under the guidance of our consultant, Ms. Huriye Toker. We clarified 
our strengths, courageously addressed areas for improvement, and shaped our 2026 roadmap 
with greater focus. The strategy has been clarified; now it is time for effective implementation. 
This month, two new projects were prepared and submitted. We are awaiting positive feedback.

During our monthly members’ meeting, while presenting membership pins to our two new 
members, we also discussed the future of energy transformation through a presentation titled 
“Where Are We Heading in Energy?” by Ms. Sezin Baysal. Every discussion strengthened by 
knowledge carries USKD’s vision one step further.

As USKD, we continue to move forward with determination, focusing on strong women’s 
leadership, the right partnerships, and sustainable impact. I would like to thank all our members 
and stakeholders who contribute to this journey. We will continue to think together, produce 
together, and transform together.

Respectfully,

Ayla Alkan
Chair of the Board
Association of Women in International Sustainable Development (USKD)



CELEBRATING
OUR

HAPPY
MOMENTS

• 1 JANUARY AYŞEGÜL ARAN

• 3 JANUARY IRMAK NURAL

• 15 JANUARY SÜHEYLA BİÇER

• 20 JANUARY İLKAY KOLCU

• 29 JANUARY SEVGİ SAKARYA

• 14 FEBRUARY SEVİL HELVA

• 24 FEBRUARY IRMAK YALÇINSOY

• 27 FEBRUARY FATMA HORASAN



BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 
MEETING-1

Our Board of Directors meeting was held with the participation of our Chair of the Board, Ayla
Alkan; our Vice Chairs, Serap Özöktem and Günnur Yağcıoğulları; our Secretary General, Ebru
Taga Tanrıöğen; our Treasurer, Handan Kaçar; and our Board Member, Muzaffer Sevgi Sakarya.



BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 
MEETING-2

Our Board of Directors meeting was held online with the participation of our Chair of the Board,
Ayla Alkan; our Vice Chairs, Serap Özöktem and Günnur Yağcıoğulları; our Secretary General,
Ebru Taga Tanrıöğen; and our Board Member, Özlem Özmen Ekinci.



USKD SUSTAINABILITY 
TEAM MEETING

An online meeting was held with Fehmi Görkem Üçtuğ (Professor at İzmir University of
Economics; carbon footprint, energy efficiency, and sustainability consultant / Co-Founder of
CANSET Software Environment and Energy Consultancy Inc.), organized by the USKD
Sustainability Team.



EDUCATION WORKSHOP 
COMMISSION MEETINGS

The USKD Education Workshop Commission meeting was held on Friday, January 16, 2026.



INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
COMMISSION MEETING

The USKD International Relations Commission meeting was held on Monday, January 19, 2026.



SWOT ANALYSIS MEETING
The SWOT Analysis meeting was successfully held with the participation of our advisor, Prof. Dr. 
Huriye Toker.



URBAN COUNCIL 
WORKING MEETING

On January 20, 2026, our Board Member Irmak Nural participated, on behalf of the Association of
Women in International Sustainable Development (USKD), in the working meeting hosted by the
İzmir City Council. The meeting was held within the scope of Phase 3 activities of the “Women-
Friendly Cities” program carried out by the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), which is
followed on our behalf by Irmak Nural and Şenay Karasu. These meetings bring together
municipalities and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) once a month with the aim of enabling
İzmir to adopt a more egalitarian and women-friendly local governance model. At the most recent
meeting, the Municipal Equality Unit provided information on the Local Equality Action Plan and
received opinions from the participating NGOs. A total of 12 local non-governmental organizations,
mostly together with USKD, participated in the meeting.



VISITS
The Consul General of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) in İzmir, Mr. Mustafa Davulcu,
was visited.



VISITS
On Friday, January 23, 2026, the Mayor of Karabağlar Municipality, Mr. Helil Kınay, was visited at his
office in order to introduce USKD’s vision and objectives, strengthen existing collaborations with
Karabağlar Municipality, and establish an official groundwork for future projects.



JANUARY MONTHLY 
MEMBERS’ MEETING

We successfully held our USKD January Monthly Members’ Meeting at Alliance Küçük Kulüp with the
participation of our esteemed guests. During the evening, moderated by our Board Member Ms.
Özlem Özmen Ekinci, following the opening speech of our Chair of the Board, Ms. Ayla Alkan, the
presentation titled “The Major Transformation in Energy: Where Are We? Where Are We Going?” by
Dr. Sezin Baysal Berkup provided inspiring and thought-provoking content for all participants.
Within the scope of our meeting, membership pins were presented to our new members, Burcu
Küçükerciyes and Dr. Sezin Baysal Berkup, who have joined our association.
We would like to thank all our members and esteemed guests who attended, and we look forward to
coming together again at many future gatherings where we will continue to produce and grow
together.



JANUARY MONTHLY 
MEMBERS’ MEETING



REFLECTIONS ON 
SUSTAIBABILITY

’’ THE SILENT SCREAM OF 
BIODIVERSITYY’’

Is the seemingly perfect order of nature truly accidental, or is it not rather a brilliant balance shaped by
millions of years of evolution?
Every living species on the planet makes life possible through an invisible cooperation. While seagrasses
such as posidonia, algae, and seaweeds provide the air we breathe, bees and other pollinators ensure the
continuity of plant life. Forests trigger rainfall cycles; plants anchor the soil and prevent erosion; coastal
ecosystems buffer the intensity of storms. We owe this intricate web of relationships to biodiversity. Even
the disappearance of the smallest species means the breaking of a link in this chain and a disruption
somewhere within the system. In nature, no species is “unnecessary”; each has its own role in sustaining
the greater whole of life.
Humankind, having emerged as part of this diversity, has over time transformed into a being that separates
itself from nature—and even attempts to dominate it. With advancing technology, humans have created new
worlds for themselves and today are capable of constructing living spaces even within virtual realities.
However, this human-driven “creative destruction” has brought unprecedented pressure upon nature. Fossil
fuel consumption, uncontrolled urbanization, waves of industrialization, population growth, and the
accompanying culture of consumption and waste are increasingly pushing the planet beyond its carrying
capacity. Over the past 50 years, the global economy has quadrupled, the human population has doubled,
and world trade has increased tenfold. While agriculture leads freshwater consumption, pesticides and
chemicals pollute water resources and reduce soil fertility; industrial fishing depletes fish stocks; rising
temperatures destroy seagrass meadows; and fires turn forests into ashes.
There is no doubt that the two greatest threats of our time are the climate crisis and biodiversity loss.
Climate change destroys natural habitats and causes the loss of species unable to adapt. The loss of species,
in turn, weakens ecosystems and reduces their resilience to climate change.
Of the nine planetary boundaries identified by experts as essential for safe human living, six have already
been exceeded today.
Time is running out, and the crisis deepens with each passing day. Yet the solution lies in the same place:
within nature’s extraordinary balance. Understanding this order, protecting it, and living in harmony with it is
not merely an environmental responsibility—it is humanity’s struggle to safeguard its own future.
It is time to act, before it is too late…

Irmak Nural
USKD – Board Member



USKD NEWS
Our Chair of the Board, Ayla Alkan, was a guest on Dr. Yasemin Fatih Amato’s program Güzellik
Zamanı on Wednesday, January 14, 2026.



USKD NEWS



USKD NEWS



GETTING TO
KNOW OUR
MEMBERS

With over 15 years of professional experience in the fields of Communication and Public Relations,
Berkup manages projects on Sustainability, Sustainable Development, Sustainable Development
and Communication, Sustainable Development and Technology, Marketing, Digital Marketing,
Sustainability and Corporate Identity, Generations and Generational Studies, Political
Communication, Sustainability Consultancy, and Social Media Consultancy.

She has articles, a book chapter, and academic studies published in international academic
journals in the fields of sustainability, sustainable development, GRI standards, and the BIST
Sustainability Index.

She has experience in establishing Sustainability Management Systems, developing sustainability
strategies and roadmaps, sustainability reporting, materiality studies, and sustainability training
across various sectors, primarily including Energy, Cement, Mining, and Construction Materials.

In the field of social compliance, she has experience in establishing social compliance and
responsibility systems and delivering basic social compliance training.

She provides lectures in related fields at universities, public institutions, and non-governmental
organizations. She also has experience in consultancy for EcoVadis, SAQ5, and WCA rating and
questionnaire completion processes.

She holds certificates in Sustainability Reporting Expertise, Sustainability Communication
Expertise, SDG Reporting Expertise, and TCFD Reporting Expertise from internationally authorized
training institutions, as well as a Certificate of Expertise in Sustainability Reporting with GRI
Standards from the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI).

Sezin Baysal Berkup, a GRI Certified Reporting Professional and an FSA Level I Candidate, holds
certificates in Sustainability Reporting Expertise, Sustainability Communication Expertise, SDG
Reporting Expertise, and TCFD Reporting Expertise from internationally authorized training
institutions.

Accredited by TÜRMOB as a TSRS trainer authorized by the Public Oversight Authority (KGK),
Baysal also serves as the Turkey Coordinator of Earth Academy, managing the coordination
processes of sustainability training programs delivered under Earth Academy Global.

GRI CERTIFIED SUSTAINABILITY REPORTING EXPERT

KGK-ACCREDITED TSRS TRAINER, CERTIFIED 

SUSTAINABILITY CONSULTANT & TRAINER

SOCIAL COMPLIANCE MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST

EARTH ACADEMY TURKEY COORDINATOR

SEZİN BAYSAL BERKUP



February| 
NOTABLE

DAYS&
WEEKS

•2 February World Wetlands Day

•4 February World Cancer Day

•9 February World No Tobacco Day

•13 February World Radio Day

•14 February Valentine’s Day

•19 February Anniversary of the Establishment

of the National Education Foundation

•Last Week of February Tax Week



OUR SOCIAL 
MEDIA 

ACCOUNTS

• Instagram: @uskdglobal

• Linkedin: USKD ((Association for Women in
• International Sustainable Development)

• Project Social Media Accounts:

• Instagram: @surdurulebilirkalkinmaprojesi

• X: surdrlblrklknma


