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LETTER FROM
THE PRESIDENT

Dear Members, Esteemed Companions,

As the sweet breeze of summer fills the streets of İzmir, many of us may have taken a short
break—enjoying the sea, the sun, and the company of our loved ones. Yet, as you know, for us
women, effort and productivity never take a holiday. Throughout July and August, our Board has
continued to patiently weave the steps toward the future.

While awaiting approval of the report for our completed project, we have finalized all
preparations for the new season. In other words, as we proudly close one chapter, we embrace
the excitement of opening the next with hope. Because we know that sustainable development
and gender equality are not just ideals; they are a journey that touches all of our lives and
shapes our tomorrows.

One of the strongest sources of inspiration along this journey is the turning points of our history.
As we celebrate our Victory Day on August 30, we honor with deep respect Gazi Mustafa Kemal
Atatürk and his comrades-in-arms, who laid the foundations of our freedom. Their courage
reminds us: no victory is easily won, yet with faith, solidarity, and determination, every path
becomes possible.

We are stepping into this new term with strength. First, we will revise our commissions and
update our fields of work to build a more effective and inclusive structure. Then, we aim to
launch an international-scale project covering the Turkic Republics. For this initiative, we have
submitted a grant application to the Ministry of Interior; if approved, together we will bring to
life an international platform with a far greater impact.

We believe: our road may be long, but our light is strong. Because as long as we walk together,
the future will flourish in our hands.

With heartfelt sincerity,
Ayla Alkan
President of the Board
International Association for Women in Sustainable Development



CELEBRATING
OUR

HAPPY
MOMENTS

• 1 JUNE NESLİ ÖZTÜRK

• 6 JUNE AYŞE ANYA

• 18 JUNE GAMZE BİLGEN TORUN

• 27 JUNE BELKIS ÜNER

• 30 JUNE ÖZLEM ÜNSOY

• 20 JULY GÜNNUR YAĞCIOĞULLARI

• 1 SEPTEMBER SERAP ÖZÖKTEM

• 7 SEPTEMBER NESLİHAN KARAALİ BEDÜK

• 13 SEPTEMBER BEHİYE KARGINER

• 20 SEPTEMBER ŞENAY KARASU

• 23 SEPTEMBER NURİYE ÇINARLI



UPDATES FROM 
OUR COMITEES All of our committees have commenced preparations for the new term.

• Networking and Event
Coordination Committee

• Education and Workshops
Committee

• Digitalization and
Innovation Comittee

• Social Responsibility
Committee

• International Relations
Committee

• Project Development 
Comittee

• SEIM Social Impact Center



OUR ACTIVITIES
• Empower Through Education

As part of the “Let Them Learn, Let Them Grow Stronger” Project, a ceramic workshop 
activity was held with the children at the Karşıyaka Sevgi Evi.
The mugs created during the event were collected from the Ceramic Workshop and 
delivered to the dedicated teacher at the Sevgi Evi.
USKD members were delighted to share in the happiness of the children who had been 
eagerly awaiting their mugs.



OUR ACTIVITIES
• Representation of the 

‘Cyprus Peace Operation 51st 
Anniversary’ Ceremony

Upon the invitation of Ms. Ayşen Volkan İnanıroğlu, the Consul General of the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus in İzmir, our Vice Presidents of the Board, Serap Özöktem
and Günnur Yağcıoğulları, along with Board Member Sevgi Sakarya, attended the 
celebration program organized for the 51st anniversary of the Cyprus Peace Operation, 
representing our association.



OUR ACTIVITIES As part of our institutional relations efforts, our Chair of the Board Ayla Alkan, Vice 
Presidents Serap Özöktem and Günnur Yağcıoğulları, and Founding Member Huriye Serter
paid a visit to Mr. Turgay Esen, Director of the İzmir Provincial Directorate of Civil Society 
Relations.

During the meeting, our representatives shared insights about the recently completed 
project “Young Women Preserving Cultural Heritage for Sustainable Development” and 
exchanged ideas regarding new project applications planned for the upcoming term.

This visit reinforced our association’s commitment to promoting sustainable development, 
empowering young women, and fostering strong collaboration with public institutions.

• Official Visit to İzmir 
Directorate of Civil Society 
Relations



OUR ACTIVITIES We shared the joy of our esteemed members, Handan Kaçar and Nur Kıvrak, by attending 
their children’s weddings. We congratulate our members and wish the newlyweds a lifetime 
of happiness.

• Our Members’ Happy Days



USKD NEWS



USKD NEWS



GETTING TO
KNOW OUR
MEMBERS

“A woman’s voice, presence, and labor must be visible in all areas of society.”

Born in İzmir in 1970, Sevil Helva graduated from Gazi University Faculty of Pharmacy in 
1992. In the same year, she opened her own pharmacy and began her professional career. 
She has been serving in the field of healthcare for 33 years as the owner and responsible 
manager of Yeni Sevil Pharmacy. She is the mother of one son.

Civil Society Experience

For the past ten years, she has been actively involved in non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs), taking part in projects focused on the social, economic, and personal empowerment 
of women.

Guided by the principle
"A woman’s voice, presence, and labor must be visible in all areas of society,"
she aims to spread this understanding both in her professional life and in her work within civil 
society.

Sevil HELVA

Pharmacist



September| 
NOTABLE

DAYS&
WEEKS

•September 3–9 – Public Health Week

•September 9 – Liberation of İzmir

•3rd Week of September – Primary Education Week

•September 19 – Martyrs and Veterans Day

•September 21 – International Day of Peace

•September 25 – October 1 – Firefighting Week

•September 25 – World Pharmacists Day

•September 26 – Turkish Language Day

•September 27 – World Tourism Day



SAVE THE 
DATE

•September 24th, USKD Founding Anniversary

•November 22–23th - USKD 2nd Development Workshop

•December 5th, Global Compact Türkiye 2025 Summit – Istanbul



OUR SOCIAL 
MEDIA 

ACCOUNTS

• Instagram: @uskdglobal

• Linkedin: USKD ((Association for Women in
• International Sustainable Development)

• Project Social Media Accounts:

• Instagram: @surdurulebilirkalkinmaprojesi

• X: surdrlblrklknma


