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LETTER OF JUNE
FROM

THE PRESIDENT

Creating Together, Building the Future!

Dear Members, Esteemed Companions,

As we bid farewell to June—one of the most vibrant and heartfelt months of the
year—it is a great pleasure to share with you the meaningful moments we have
experienced together.

Our most significant event in June was the closing ceremony of the project we
have long dedicated ourselves to: “Young Women Protecting Their Cultural
Heritage for Sustainable Development.” The impactful videos prepared by 15
young female participants were meticulously evaluated by a panel of distinguished
experts. Each work carried a unique story, a distinct hope. While the top three
videos were selected, we know that every young woman’s voice and effort is truly
invaluable. 

We held this meaningful closing on June 18 at the Archaeology Section of the İzmir
Culture and Arts Factory, with the participation of representatives from public and
local authorities, academics, and you, our valued members. Alongside the
excitement of completing our project, we proudly shared the joy of carrying the
voices of these young women into the future. 

At the start of the month, we extended our warmest wishes for a joyful Eid al-
Adha. We then had the opportunity to explore the history and culture of raki from
A to Z during our visit to Efe Rakı. It was a delightful day, enriched with great
conversation and delicious food. 

In June, we also attended the wedding of our dear Board Member Handan Kaçar’s
son. Sharing in their family’s joy on this special day was deeply meaningful to us.
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THE PRESIDENT

As part of our member business visits, we had
the pleasure of visiting our esteemed member
Gamze Bilgen Torun’s newly opened real estate office in Çeşme.
Seeing her expand into a new field alongside her ongoing ventures was truly
inspiring. We wish her continued success. 

Before June comes to a close, we will also stand beside our dear member Nur at
her son’s wedding. We continue to experience the beauty of sharing, solidarity, and
togetherness.

Given how full and rich June has been, we were unable to hold our regular
member meeting this month. Yet our hearts and focus have always remained
united. 

As we approach July and August, we are preparing to take a well-deserved break
and devote some time to ourselves. However, as the Board of Directors, we will
continue using this period to plan new projects and events for the autumn season.
Because we know that change begins with planning and belief. 

Wishing to meet again in many more months filled with solidarity, productivity, and
love…

With love and respect,
Ayla Alkan
Chairwoman of the Board International Association for Women in
Sustainable Development



CELEBRATING
OUR

HAPPY
MOMENTS • 1 JUNE NESLİ ÖZTÜRK

• 6 JUNE AYŞE ANYA

• 18 JUNE GAMZE BİLGEN TORUN

• 27 JUNE BELKIS ÜNER

• 30 JUNE ÖZLEM ÜNSOY

• 20 JULY GÜNNUR YAĞCIOĞULLARI



UPDATES FROM 
OUR COMITEES

• EDUCATION ANWORKSHOP COMITTEE

• The Commission has started preparations for the new term education and 
workshop programs.

• DIGITALIZATION AND INNOVATION COMITTEE

 Our comittee not only prepares the technical infrastructure for all of our 
association’s social media posts, but also works on expanding our presence 
across new platforms. In addition, it prepares the monthly USKD E-Bulletin.

• SOCIAL RESPONSIBILTY COMITTEE

   We have launched new initiatives to ensure the continuation of our social 
responsibility projects.

• INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMITTEE
    Our comittee is organizing appointment requests for visits to consulates.

• PROJECT DEVELOPMENT COMITTEE

• The comittee successfully held the project closing and award ceremony. The 
project report will be prepared, and the impact of the project will be measured by 
SEIM based on the evaluation of survey results. The team continues to meet and 
work on new project ideas.

• SEİM SOCIAL IMPACT CENTER
 SEİM has completed the social impact surveys for the Young Women Preserving 

Their Cultural Heritage project and has started the evaluation process.

 

• Networking and Event 
Coordination Committee

• Education and Workshops 
Committee

• Digitalization and 
Innovation Comittee

• Social Responsibility 
Committee

• International Relations 
Committee

• Project Development 
Comittee

• SEIM Social Impact Center



OUR ACTIVITIES
• Selection Comittee / Jury 

Meeting of ‘ Young Women 
Preserving Their Cultural 
Heritage for Sustainable 
Development Project’ 

As our project approaches its final stage, the 
participants have successfully completed the digital 
content they produced during the program. We held a 
jury meeting to select the winners from the submitted 
digital video content.

Our jury consisted of dedicated project partners, 
trainers, distinguished academics from leading 
universities in İzmir, and prominent representatives 
from the business world and the media.



OUR ACTIVITIES
• Member Workplace Visit

We had the pleasure of visiting our Board Member
Gamze Bilgen Torun at her real estate office, 
where she operates as a franchise owner. 

Active in various sectors such as transportation, construction, and real estate, 
she sets an inspiring example with her versatile entrepreneurial spirit.We 
sincerely thank her for her hospitality and valuable insights, and we wish her 
continued success in all her endeavor



OUR ACTIVITIES
• Efe Raki Visit and Factory 

Tour

We had the pleasure of visiting Efe Rakı’s
Factory in Menderes. During our visit, we had 
the opportunity to observe firsthand how 
the factory manages its production processes
in line with sustainability principles, its environmentally conscious 
organizational structure, and its traditional production techniques. 

Following the tour, we enjoyed a delightful meal featuring presentations 
on the history of rakı culture accompanied by exquisite tastings. Efe Rakı
stands out as the only center in Türkiye where this unique experience can 
be enjoyed, and it is located right here in İzmir. 

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to Bertuğ Açıkova, Brand 
Communication Specialist at Efe Akademi, who enriched the visit with his 
valuable insights and presentations, as well as to the entire Efe family for 
their warm and sincere hospitality.



OUR ACTIVITIES

We proudly 
held the closing
and award ceremony 
of our first Project ‘Young Women 
Preserving Their Cultural Heritage for 
Sustainable Development’ which is 
approved by Ministry for Interior 
Affairs. This meaningful project aimed 
to carry İzmir’s cultural heritage into 
the future using the opportunities of 
the digital age. 

• Project Closing and Award 
Ceremony



OUR ACTIVITIES
• Project Closing and Award 

Ceremony

The awards and certificates of participation 
were presented to our participants who 
successfully completed the project.

In addition, our members Arzu Hızal, Nesli 
Öztürk, and Şenay Karasu who participated in 
the project on behalf of our association, were 
also presented with participation certificates.

We also presented certificates of appreciation to 
our esteemed tutors and partners who provided 
valuable support throughout the process.

The awards for the winning 
participants of our project were 
presented by Mr. Turgay Esen, 
İzmir Provincial Director of Civil 
Society Relations; Ms. Ayşen 
Volkan İnanıroğlu, Consul General 
of the Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus in İzmir; and Ms. Elif 
Erginer, Deputy Director of İzmir 
Culture and Arts Factory



OUR ACTIVITIES

We extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone whose
dedication, contribution, and vision lit our way.

Special thanks to our Chairwoman Ayla Alkan,
Board Members, the inspiring Huriye Serter,
Project Commission Chair Şenay Karasu and
members, Digitalization Commission Chair Başak
An and members, Networking and Events
Commission Chair Nesli Öztürk and members,
trainer Neslihan Karaali Bedük, and all who
supported this process.

We shared the participants’ excitement, felt
stronger, and left inspired.
We look forward to uniting again in future projects.

• Project Closing and Award 
Ceremony



USKD NEWS
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GETTING TO
KNOW OUR

MEMBERS
   ’Strong Women Build a Solid Future’

 I graduated from the Department of Food Engineering at Ege University

in 1995. After working in production for eight years, I shifted my focus to

quality and food safety systems.

   I am a chief auditor for ISO 9001 and ISO 22000 standards, and I also

hold a Class B Occupational Safety Specialist certification. For the past 30

years, I have been providing project consultancy and auditing services to

food businesses. 

 I was born in Ankara in 1973 and I am the mother of a daughter. 

 I have been actively involved in non-governmental organizations, working

to support women who do not have access to the opportunities that we

have been fortunate to reach for the last 10 years. It is a great honor for

me to be part of the project team at the International Association for

Women in Sustainable Development (USKD) and to contribute to the

empowerment of women under this roof. 

 Embracing the principle of “Strong women build a solid future”, I will

continue to develop and support projects that strengthen women.

Süheyla Biçer

Food Engineer and 

Consultant



JUNE | 
NOTABLE

DAYS&
WEEKS • 5 June – World Environment Day

• 16 June – Eid al-Adha (Feast of Sacrifice)

• 20 June – World Refugee Day

• 1 July – Cabotage Day

• 10 July – World Law Day

• 15 July – Democracy and National Unity Day

• 24 July – Anniversary of the Abolition of Censorship 

in the Turkish Press, Journalists’ and Press Day



OUR SOCIAL 
MEDIA 

ACCOUNTS

• Instagram: @uskdglobal

• Linkedin: USKD ((Association for Women in
• International Sustainable Development)

• Project Social Media Accounts:

• Instagram: @surdurulebilirkalkinmaprojesi

• X: surdrlblrklknma
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