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LETTER FROM
THE PRESIDENT

DearValuedMembers,

Theyearwe are about to leavebehindwasfar more than a seriesof calendarpages. It becamea journeywhere steps
taken with conviction,connectionsbuilt with courage,and the power of collectivecreation took tangibleform. As the
International²ƻƳŜƴΩǎAssociationfor SustainableDevelopment,we areclosinga chapterin whichwe transformedideas
into actionandintention into impact.

The initiatives implementedand the strong connectionsestablishedthroughout the year onceagainremindedus of a
fundamentaltruth: everyspacewherewomencometogetherwith knowledge,solidarity,anda sharedvisionbecomesa
cornerstoneof a sustainablefuture. Everyinteraction,everymeeting,and everycollaborationrepresenteda conscious
steptowarda more inclusive,fair, andresilienttomorrow.

Oneof the most meaningfulmilestonesof this journey wasour official office opening,held publiclyon December19.
Thisopeningdid not merelymark the inaugurationof a physicalspace; it representeda strategicstep that openedthe
door to a new era, one in which ideas,projects,andǿƻƳŜƴΩǎleadershipbecomemore visibleand impactful. Thereis
hardly a need to describethe spirit of sisterhood,the senseof belonging,and the enthusiasmof actingtogether that
filled the space. Shortlyafter, our internal NewYeargatheringremindedusof an essentialtruth: the true sourceof our
institutional strengthliesin the bondswe share. If we canlaughtogetherandrenewour hopetogether, it meanswe are
on the right path.

Aswe look toward the yearahead,our motivation ishighandour responsibilityisgreat. In line with the 2030Sustainable
DevelopmentGoals,we will continue to expand our sphere of impact through initiatives that strengthenǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ
economicand socialparticipation,reinforceenvironmentaland climate-focusedactions,and createlastingsocialvalue.
Wearereadyto delivera morevisible,bolder,andmoremeasurableimpact.

I would like to extendmy sinceregratitude to all our membersand stakeholderswho havecontributed to this journey
with their efforts, ideas,andwholeheartedsupport. Thenew yearwill marka powerful beginningone wherewe dream
biggertogetherandturn thosedreamsinto reality.

We firmly believe that every step we take today toward a sustainable,just, and resilient future shapedby ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ
leadershipwill transforminto lastingimpacttomorrow. I wishusall a healthyandhappynewyear.

Sincerely,
Ayla Alkan
Chair of the Board
LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ



CELEBRATING
OUR

HAPPY
MOMENTS

Å 8 DECEMBER MAKBULE APAYDIN

Å 9 DECEMBER BAķAK AN

Å 13 DECEMBER ZEYNEP ĶLAYDA KARADAĴ

Å 31 DECEMBER ¥ZG¦R KOZANOĴLU ¥ZGE

Å 1 JANUARY AYķEG¦L ARAN

Å 3 JANUARY IRMAK NURAL

Å 15 JANUARY S¦HEYLA BĶ¢ER

Å 20 JANUARY ĶLKAY KOLCU

Å 29 JANUARY SEVGĶ SAKARYA



BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 

MEETING

OurBoardof Directorsmeetingwasheld onlinewith the participationof our Chairof the Board,AylaAlkan; ViceChairs
SerapmȊǀƪǘŜƳandDǸƴƴǳǊ¸ŀƐŎƤƻƐǳƭƭŀǊƤ; SecretaryGeneralEbruTaga¢ŀƴǊƤǀƐŜƴ; TreasurerHandanYŀœŀǊ; and Board
MembersmȊƭŜƳmȊƳŜƴEkinci,SevgiSakarya,andbŜǒŜCan.



Our Boardof Directorsmeetingwasheld with the participationof our Chairof the Board,AylaAlkan; ViceChairSerap
mȊǀƪǘŜƳ; SecretaryGeneralEbruTaga¢ŀƴǊƤǀƐŜƴ; TreasurerHandanYŀœŀǊ; and BoardMembersIrmakNuraland Nuriye
4ƤƴŀǊƭƤ.

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 

MEETING



MEETINGSOrganizedby the USKDSustainabilityTeam,a productive meeting on sustainabilitywas held at our office with the
participationof FehmiDǀǊƪŜƳ«œǘǳƐ, Professorat TȊƳƛǊUniversityof Economics,sustainabilityconsultantspecializingin
carbonfootprint andenergyefficiency,andCo-Founderof CANSETSoftwareEnvironmentalEnergyConsultancyInc.



MEETINGSOurChairof the Board,AylaAlkan, conductedan exclusiveinterview with !ǎƭƤmƪǘŜƴŜǊandFatihTanferfor Milliyet 9ƎŜΩǎ
Ortak!ƪƤƭpage. In this episode,which featuresprominent figuresof TȊƳƛǊΣin-depth discussionswere held on ¦{Y5Ωǎ
visionfor 2026and beyond,our ά{ǳǎǘŀƛƴςTransformς9ƳǇƻǿŜǊέapproach,and the importanceof collectivewisdom
for sustainabledevelopment.



MEETINGSTheUSKDProjectCommissionmeetingwasheld.



MEETINGSOurChairof the Board,AylaAlkan; our ViceChairs,DǸƴƴǳǊ¸ŀƐŎƤƻƐǳƭƭŀǊƤandSerapmȊǀƪǘŜƳ; our SecretaryGeneral,Ebru
Taga¢ŀƴǊƤǀƐŜƴ; and our BoardMember, IrmakNural, held a productivemeetingwith Dr. SezinBaysalBerkupto discuss
potentialareasof collaboration.
Dr. SezinBaysalBerkuphasbeenactivelyworkingin the field of sustainabilityfor the past15 years. Shealsocollaborates
with Dr.  ŜǾƛƴDǸǊŀǊŘŀ, who runs a sustainabilityagencyin Germany. Dr. BaysalBerkup is involved in sustainability
reporting studiesin accordancewith regulationsof the PublicOversight,Accountingand Auditing StandardsAuthority
(KGK)andalsoprovidessustainabilityeducationprogramsin schools.



OUR ACTIVITIES
Organizedby our InternationalRelationsCommission,a dinner meetingwas held with TsaltampasiApostolina, Chairof the
Boardof the GreekAssociationof WomenEntrepreneurs(SEGE).
Foundedin 1997and recognizedtoday as one of DǊŜŜŎŜΩǎstrongestwomen entrepreneurshipnetworksτwith 1,500 active
members,over 10,000 training beneficiaries,and 20 successfulEuropeanprojectsτSEGEprovideda valuableframeworkfor
this meeting. During the gathering, key areas of cooperation aimed at strengtheningǿƻƳŜƴΩǎentrepreneurshipand
sustainabledevelopmentbetweenthe two countrieswere thoroughlydiscussed.
In addition,aspart of efforts to preserveTȊƳƛǊΩǎcultural heritage,the SellukaCertificatepreparedby USKDwaspresentedto
ChairTsaltampasiApostolina.
We believethat this meeting,whichopensthe door to productiveandforward-lookingcollaborations,will markan important
beginningfor both institutions.



OUR ACTIVITIES
Representingour Association,our foundingmember{ǸƘŜȅƭŀ.ƛœŜǊandour memberNihal!ǘœŀƭƤparticipatedin this significant
meeting,which wasorganizedin cooperationwith the EuropeanUnionDirectorateof the Ministry of ForeignAffairsand the
EITCommunityHub¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜ, andhostedby theTȊƳƛǊChamberof Commerce.
This important event brought together stakeholders from academia, entrepreneurship, and industry, offering new
opportunitiesfor cross-bordercollaborationandimpact-driveninnovation.



OUR ACTIVITIES
Organizedby our International RelationsCommission,a pleasantand productive dinner meeting was held with Maryrose
Francia, Chairof the Boardof Malta SkillsZone.
Thismeetingmarkedan important stepnot only in strengtheningour internationalcollaborations,but alsoin buildinga strong
solidarity network in which women inspire one another on a global scaleand share their experiencesand expertise. The
interaction establishedamong women leaderscontributed to the developmentof new areasof cooperation,bringing a
women-centered,inclusive,andtransformativeperspectiveto our sustainabledevelopmentefforts.
During the meeting, the story of the Sellukaplant and its significancein TȊƳƛǊΩǎhistory was shared,and the USKDSelluka
Certificatewaspresentedto Ms. Francia. Thisspecialceremonybecamea meaningfuland memorablemoment, enrichedby
the mutualexchangeof sentimentsandaddinga distinctivevalueto the gathering.



OUR ACTIVITIESAt the invitation of the CorporateCommunicationsUnit of [m{9±Σour Chairof the Board,AylaAlkan, andour ViceChair,Serap
mȊǀƪǘŜƳ, participated on behalf of our Associationin the gift-wrapping goodwill initiative organizedfor children fighting
leukemia.



OUR ACTIVITIESOur Association,an activememberof the GlobalCompact,wasproudly representedat the GlobalCompactIstanbulSummit
by the International²ƻƳŜƴΩǎAssociationfor SustainableDevelopment(USKD).
Thesummit was attended by our Chairof the Board,AylaAlkan; our ViceChair,DǸƴƴǳǊ¸ŀƐŎƤƻƐǳƭƭŀǊƤ; our BoardMembers
IrmakNural, Nuriye4ƤƴŀǊƭƤ, GamzeBilgenTorun,andGamze¦œŀǊ; our FoundingMembersHuriyeSerterandCerenTekin; and
our Member!ȅǒŜAnya.
Throughits ongoingefforts to empowerwomenin the field of sustainabledevelopment,our Associationcontinuesto increase
its visibilityon both nationalandinternationalplatforms.



OUR ACTIVITIES



OPENING 
CEREMONY OF OUR 
!{{h/L!¢LhbΩ{  

OFFICE

We proudly and enthusiasticallycelebratedthe openingof our !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎoffice with the participation of distinguished
protocol members,KonakMayor Ms. bƛƭǸŦŜǊ4ƤƴŀǊƭƤMutlu, esteemedleadersof civil society organizations,our project
participants,andmembersof the press.
We sincerelythank all our memberswho stood by us on this meaningfulday and contributed with their support and
participation. We firmly believethat the work we carryout in a spirit of unity andsolidaritywill contribute to a strongerand
brighterfuture.
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REFLECTIONS ON 
SUSTAIBABILITY

ΩΩClimate Law 
andAmendment to Article 14ΩΩ

ClimateLawandAmendmentto Article 14: A NewErain GreenhouseGasManagementin ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜ
GreenhouseGasesandClimateChange: WhyDoesIt Matter?
Greenhousegasesare gasesthat accumulatein the atmosphereand trap the 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎnatural heat. Carbondioxideό/hіύΣ
methaneό/IјύΣnitrous oxideόbіhύΣand fluorinated gasesare amongthe most well-known greenhousegases. Thesegases
trap a portion of the energycomingfrom the sun,causingthe ǇƭŀƴŜǘΩǎsurfacetemperatureto rise. Thisnatural processis
knownastheάƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜŜŦŦŜŎǘέandisessentialfor maintaininga habitabletemperatureon Earth.
However,humanactivities,particularlythe useof fossil fuels, industrial production,deforestation,and transportationhave
rapidly increasedthe concentrationof greenhousegasesin the atmosphere. Thisincreasedisruptsthe natural balanceand
leads to climate change. Climatechangeresults in seriousimpacts such as rising temperatures,sea level rise, extreme
weatherevents,anddegradationof ecosystems.

¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜΩǎClimateLaw: Adoption andPurpose
¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜΩǎClimateLaw(LawNo. 7552) wasadoptedby the GrandNationalAssemblyof ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜon July2, 2025, and entered
into force upon its publicationin the OfficialGazetteon July9, 2025. Thislaw establishesthe fundamentallegalframework
for combatingclimatechangeandadvancingthe greentransition in line with ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜΩǎnet-zeroemissiontargets. It mandates
that companiesandinstitutionsmeasure,report, andset reductiontargetsfor their greenhousegasemissions.

Article 14: Amendment and Penalties Effective from 2026
Article 14 of the Climate Law contains critical provisions regarding administrative sanctions and financial penalties. The 
penalties stipulated under this article have been updated based on the revaluation rate as of 2026 and will enter into force 
on January 1, 2026.
Summary of penalties:
The penalty specified in paragraph one, subparagraph (a), has been increased from TRY 500,000ς5,000,000 to TRY 627,450ς
6,274,500.
Penalties for the second and third paragraphs range between TRY 150,000 and TRY 3,137,250.
According to paragraph four, subparagraph (b)(1), a penalty of TRY 6.2745 will be imposed for each ton of carbon dioxide 
equivalent emissions.
The penalty stipulated under paragraph eleven may not exceed the maximum limit of TRY 50,000,000 explicitly stated in the 
law. Although nominal figures may appear high due to revaluation as of 2026, the legal cap of TRY 50 million remains 
applicable in practice.

Muzaffer Sevgi SAKARYA
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GETTING TO
KNOW OUR
MEMBERS .ƻǊƴ ƛƴ TȊƳƛǊ ƛƴ мфтуΣ BurcuAksoyYǸœǸƪŜǊŎƛȅŜǎis a graduate of AnadoluUniversity, Department of Labor Economics and 

Industrial Relations. She worked for 20 years in the banking sector, holding positions in commercial and corporate 
branches.

Since 2015, she has been serving as General Coordinator at her family-owned company, AKC ¢ŀƴƤǘƤƳTƭŜǘƛǒƛƳ5ŀƴƤǒƳŀƴƭƤƪ
Tic. Ltd.  ǘƛ.

Specializing in finance and e-commerce, YǸœǸƪŜǊŎƛȅŜǎhas also entered the publishing sector as the Owner and Publisher of 
SuperMag, a monthly lifestyle magazine scheduled to launch in March 2025.

In addition to her professional career, BurcuAksoyYǸœǸƪŜǊŎƛȅŜǎhas been a choir member for the past three years in the 
Music Therapy Turkish Classical Music Ensemble. She is married and the mother of a daughter named Bahar.

Joining the USKD Family in December 2025, YǸœǸƪŜǊŎƛȅŜǎƘŀǎ ǎŜǘ ŀ Ǝƻŀƭ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
pioneering role in society and align with the objectives of sustainable development.

Burcu AKSOY K¦¢¦KERCĶYES / 

General Coordinator



January| 
NOTABLE

DAYS&
WEEKS

1 January World PeaceDay

2nd WeekOf January Tuberculosis Awareness and ControlEducation Week

First Mondayof January EnergySavingWeek

10 January JournalistsΩ Day

24 January International Dayof Education

25 January International Day of Women in Multilateralism



OUR SOCIAL 
MEDIA 

ACCOUNTS

ÅInstagram: @uskdglobal

ÅLinkedin : USKD ( (Association for Women in
ÅInternational Sustainable Development )

ÅProject Social Media Accounts :

ÅInstagram: @surdurulebilirkalkinmaprojesi

ÅX: surdrlblrklknma


