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LETTER FROM
THE PRESIDENT

Dear USKD Family,

As we step into a new term, we are delighted to share some wonderful news with you. 
September has been a special month for our association—not only as the opening of a new 
season, but also as the proud milestone of completing our very first year.

On September 24th, we gathered at Allianz Club with our esteemed members, friends, and 
representatives of the press to celebrate this meaningful anniversary. The evening was enriched 
by futurist Alphan Manas, whose visionary perspective opened the doors to the future for us. 
Reflecting together on the question “Are we ready for the future?” inspired us with new horizons. 
This celebration was not only a moment to honor our past achievements but also an important 
source of motivation to look forward with even greater determination.

Our entry into the new term was not limited to celebrations. Following the summer break, we 
devoted September to productive meetings. We held a series of discussions with deputy 
governors to share our upcoming projects and strengthen our collaborations. These meetings 
marked one of the strategic steps we have taken to increase USKD’s impact not only at the local 
level but also on national and international scales.



LETTER FROM
THE PRESIDENT

One of the most exciting developments of this month has been the establishment of our new 
office. A fundamental element of our corporate identity, this office will serve as a place of 
belonging for our members and a permanent center to host our guests. Once the renovation 
works are completed, USKD will continue its journey from its own home—with greater 
organization, strength, and institutional presence. With the new energy born from our office, we 
are stepping into our second year on a stronger footing.

Furthermore, by restructuring our commissions, we have gained a brand-new momentum. We 
initiated the planning for the year ahead together with our commission teams. In addition, 
recognizing its strategic importance, we established a special working group named the 
Sustainability Team, which will integrate environmental, economic, and social sustainability 
perspectives more effectively into our projects.

Next on our agenda is our workshop to be held in November. At this workshop, we will 
comprehensively evaluate the past year while also transforming our future goals into a more 
concrete roadmap.

Dear friends, as USKD completes its first year, we see very clearly: we are a movement that 
drives change and unites sustainable development with the power of women. The coming years 
will bring us larger projects, stronger collaborations, and a wider sphere of influence.

We know the road ahead is long, and our goals are ambitious… Yet with your faith, dedication, 
and contributions, we are not only ready for the future—we are building a USKD that shapes it.

With warmest regards,
Ayla Alkan
President
International Women in Sustainable Development Association

🌍 USKD: Transforming the future with the power of women.



CELEBRATING
OUR

HAPPY
MOMENTS

• 1 SEPTEMBER SERAP ÖZÖKTEM

• 7 SEPTEMBER NESLİHAN KARAALİ BEDÜK

• 13 SEPTEMBER BEHİYE KARGINER

• 20 SEPTEMBER ŞENAY KARASU

• 23 SEPTEMBER NURİYE ÇINARLI

• 6 OCTOBER ARINÇ ADIVAR

• 8 OCTOBER ÜLGEN YASAKÇILAR



BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 

MEETING



OUR ACTIVITIES
• Visit to the İzmir Provincial 

Directorate of Culture and 
Tourism

USKD Chairwoman Ayla Alkan, Vice Chairwoman Günnur Yağcıoğulları, and Founding Member
Huriye Serter paid a visit to Mr. Sadık Doğruer, İzmir Provincial Director of Culture and Tourism.
During the meeting, the details of cooperation for our newly developed project by the Project
Commission, “From Roots to the Future: Solidarity with the Women of the Turkic World”, were
discussed, and a productive meeting was held.



OUR ACTIVITIES Our Chairwoman of the Board, Ayla Alkan, together with our Founding Members,
Huriye Serter and Figen Bayülken, paid a visit to Deputy Governors İsmail Çorumluoğlu
and Mehmet Sadık Tunç in their offices. During the meeting, the details of our newly
developed project by the Project Commission, “From Roots to the Future: Solidarity
with the Women of the Turkic World”, were discussed, and a productive meeting was
held.



OUR ACTIVITIES Our Secretary General, Ebru Taga Tanrıöğen, attended BASİFED’s “New Horizons in Twin
Transformation” summit on behalf of our association and met with Semiha Güneş. At the
event, which hosted many distinguished participants, various topics were addressed within
the scope of sustainability, green transformation, and digital transformation, and new
connections were established.



USKD NEWS

In order to carry out the activities of our association more effectively and efficiently, the USKD
Office has been officially leased. Our new office will not only serve as a workplace but also as a
shared home where we will create, share, and grow together.
📍 Address: Alsancak Mah. 1440 Sokak No:1 Floor:4 Apartment:7 Konak/İzmir



USKD NEWS

We celebrated the first anniversary of our association with a meaningful evening, crowned by
the successes of the projects we have accomplished, the devoted contributions of our members,
and the strong collaborations we have established—reinforcing both our vision for the future and
our commitment to creating social impact.

The evening commenced under the moderation of our Founding Member, Ms. Başak An, followed
by an inspiring speech from our Founder and Chairwoman of the Board, Ms. Ayla Alkan, who
shared the past year’s projects, achievements, and collaborations.



USKD NEWS Our esteemed guest, Mr. Alpha Manas—renowned for his work in the fields of innovation and
sustainability, and recognized as an inventor with numerous patents in technology—delivered an
insightful presentation on technology and sustainability.





USKD NEWS Our anniversary evening, graced by the presence of distinguished guests and members of the
press, concluded with the cutting of the celebration cake and heartfelt conversations.
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GETTING TO
KNOW OUR
MEMBERS

Başak An completed her Interior Architecture education, in English, in 2010 as the top
graduate of her department. She specialized in office, residential, and hotel projects in the
private sector. Today, she continues her career at the İzmir Metropolitan Municipality,
Department of Urban Transformation, where she takes part in public-scale projects. Her
designs emphasize sustainability, the use of natural materials, and the creation of long-
lasting spatial concepts.

Closely engaged with every aspect of design, An has built strong connections not only with
interior architecture but also with the arts. Music, in particular, is one of the most important
fields that nourishes her creativity. She especially enjoys performing Jazz Standards and
Turkish pop songs from the 1990s, further strengthening her artistic side through stage
experiences. She believes that pursuing interior architecture and music together provides a
multidimensional contribution to creativity.

Since 2013, she has actively served on the boards of the İzmir Branch of the Chamber of
Interior Architects and the International Lions Clubs, taking on both national and
international responsibilities and continuing her work.

Believing in the power of women and sustainable development, An attaches great importance

to ensuring that her professional and artistic journey within USKD serves social

transformation and contributes to shaping a better future.

Başak AN

Interior Architect



September| 
NOTABLE

DAYS&
WEEKS

• October – Breast Cancer Awareness Month

• October 1 – International Day of Older Persons

• October 1 – International Coffee Day

• October 2 – International Day of Non-Violence

• October 4 – World Animal Day

• October 4 – World Architecture Day

• October 5 – World Teachers’ Day

• October 13 – Anniversary of Ankara Becoming the Capital

• October 17 – International Day for the Eradication of Poverty

• October 24 – United Nations Day

• October 29 – Republic Day (Turkey)

• October 29 – November 4 – Red Crescent Week

• October 31 – World Savings Day



OUR SOCIAL 
MEDIA 

ACCOUNTS

• Instagram: @uskdglobal

• Linkedin: USKD ((Association for Women in
• International Sustainable Development)

• Project Social Media Accounts:

• Instagram: @surdurulebilirkalkinmaprojesi

• X: surdrlblrklknma


