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LETTER
FROM THE

PRESIDENT

Dear Members,

March is one of the most powerful symbols of change and transformation, accompanying the awakening of
nature. It heralds renewal, refreshment, and bold steps taken forward. Guided by this spirit, we continue
our work without slowing down.

This month, through our YouTube filming with Mr. İlkay Kıyak from Ege Telgraf Newspaper, we had the
opportunity to introduce our association to a wider audience and draw attention to the meaning and
importance of March 8, International Women's Day. By emphasizing our responsibility toward gender
equality once again, we shared our determination to create awareness.

At our monthly member meeting held on March 25, we hosted a local woman producer under the title
"From Soil to Laboratory." With this gathering, we aimed to make the success stories of our women
producers visible, highlight them as role models, and establish a strong interaction and networking ground
to support them. We believe that this inspiring exchange is a significant step in our journey to bring the
value of women's labor to broader audiences.

Our educational activities also commenced as of March. We took an important step toward promoting
sustainable living habits with our first focus: "Zero Waste." We believe these training sessions will
transform individual awareness into institutional impact.
Furthermore, our sustainability-themed content has begun to appear regularly on our social media
channels. Through these posts, we are strengthening our mission to both inform and inspire. Meanwhile,
our committees continue to refine their projects and expand their sphere of influence by holding regular
meetings in their respective fields.

An active period awaits us on an international scale as well. We aim to lay the foundations for new
collaborations by introducing our association during the planned visits to the commercial attaché and
embassy in Belgrade. I believe that these global connections will contribute significantly to our journey of
sustainable development.
We will continue to grow the transformative energy of March together—to produce and to create impact. I
would like to thank each of you for your contributions, your hard work, and your faith.

With love and respect,
Ayla Alkan Chairperson of the Board



CELEBRETING
OUR HAPPY
MOMENTS 

6 MARCH İNCİ ÖZTEMUR

13 MARCH ELİF SAĞDIÇ

17 MARCH ÖZLEM ÖZMEN EKİNCİ

25 MARCH AYLA ALKAN

26 MARCH FİGEN BAYÜLKEN

1 APRIL     NEŞE CAN

13 APRIL     NUR KIVRAK

30 APRIL     ŞEYDA ATABAY



BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 
MEETING-1

1 2 . 0 3 . 2 0 2 6

Our Board of Directors meeting was held on March 12, 2026, at our association office.



B O A R D  O F  
D I R E C T O R S  
M E E T I N G - 2

2 5 . 0 3 . 2 0 2 6

Our Board of Directors meeting was held at the association office



A meeting was held regarding the training and webinar to be conducted at Düş Mucitleri
Preschool, owned by our member Arzu Hızal, and a visit to her school was planned to discuss the
details. Following this, a meeting took place at the Düş Mucitleri campus, and a sustainability
training for our members has been scheduled for the week of April 20.
For the month of May, a webinar on 'Branding Stages and Legal Processes' is planned to be
organized with the contributions of Arzu Hızal and Özgür Kozanoğlu Özge.

E D U C A T I O N  W O R K S H O P
C O M M I S S I O N  

2 4 . 0 3 . 2 0 2 6



The Networking and Organization Committee meeting has been held.N E T W O R K I N G  A N D
O R G A N I Z A T I O N

C O M M I S S I O N  M E E T I N G
1 6 . 0 3 . 2 0 2 6



"Our monthly member meeting was held at Ontur Hotel with the participation of our guest, Elif
Bozkurt, producer at Laetus Beauty, with a focus on sustainable values.

Our association, USKD, is planning a trip to Belgrade between April 2 and April 5, and will be
visiting the Belgrade Embassy."

N E T W O R K I N G  A N D
O R G A N I Z A T I O N

C O M M I S S I O N



The USKD International Relations Commission meeting was held on March 2, 2026.I N T E R N A T I O N A L  
R E L A T I O N S  C O M M I S S I O N  

0 2 . 0 3 . 2 0 2 6



As USKD, we will be traveling to Belgrade, Serbia, from April 2 to April 5. During this trip, contact will be
established with the Belgrade Embassy and the Belgrade Office of the Commercial Counsellor.

We will hold a meeting with our consultant, Prof. Dr. Huriye Toker, on April 10, 2026. During this meeting,
we will discuss conducting more international contacts online and explore potential future actions.

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  
R E L A T I O N S  C O M M I S S I O N  

0 2 . 0 3 . 2 0 2 6



The USKD Project Commission meeting was held on March 25, 2026.P R O J E C T  D E V E L O P M E N T
C O M M I S S I O N  M E E T I N G

2 5 . 0 3 . 2 0 2 6



P R O J E C T  D E V E L O P M E N T
C O M M I S S I O N

As the Project Development Commission, we actively monitor national and international grant programs; we
continue to simultaneously manage the project development, application, and implementation processes for
these funds.
We are currently tracking the status of our submitted projects, evaluating project drafts in development,
and continuing our efforts to generate new projects in line with the grant programs we follow. Additionally,
our data collection and analysis processes regarding targeted funds are ongoing.
Projects in the Application Process:

The evaluation process is ongoing for our project titled "The Scent of the Coast: Protection of Izmir's
Local Selluka Species and Its Integration into Coastal Landscapes," which we submitted to the grant
program opened by the Turquoise Coast Environment Fund Turkey.
Furthermore, we are awaiting the results of our "Young Volunteer Women Taking Charge of Their
Future" project, which was submitted within the scope of the Sivil Düşün Program.

New Project Idea: In alignment with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, we have focused
on a new project study particularly addressing SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation) and SDG 12
(Responsible Consumption and Production). The project idea, which initially focused on the timely issue of
water and efficient water usage, has gained a new direction with the addition of environmental pollution and
waste management topics during the process. We are currently working on a four-stage modular education
plan. Through this, we aim to contribute to raising awareness about efficient water use and waste
management for individuals of all ages, starting from preschool through to professional life.



P R O J E C T  D E V E L O P M E N T
C O M M I S S I O N

This project draft on water and waste management is being detailed for implementation. In this context,
our project proposals were received positively during meetings with the Karabağlar Municipality R&D
department. In the meeting to be held this week, both the drafts proposed by the municipality and our
current studies will be evaluated together.
In discussions with Konak Municipality, a mutual intent to develop partnerships for our projects has been
expressed, and collaboration opportunities are currently being evaluated.
New Application: Furthermore, a new project application has been submitted for the sustainable benefit
program conducted by Borusan Holding.
In addition, our efforts to develop new projects within the scope of other currently open grant programs are
continuing.
Our Completed Projects:

Young Women Protecting Their Cultural Heritage Project



D I G I T A L I Z A T I O N  A N D
I N N O V A T I O N  C O M M I S S I O N

Our commission represents our association in the digital world by managing its social media presence.
It ensures that celebrations and announcements regarding events, organizations, and special occasions are
communicated to the public.



S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  T E A M As the USKD Sustainability Team, a Zero Waste Training session was organized at the office on March 12,
2026, conducted by Ergül Güngör.
The relevant social media posts have been prepared, and Elif Bozkurt was invited to the monthly member
dinner.
For the month of April, social media content preparations are underway. Additionally, a Water Training
session titled "Fark Et" (Notice) will be held in collaboration with Assoc. Prof. Dr. Aslı Bor Türkben.



O U R  M E E T I N G S
0 1 . 0 3 . 2 0 2 6

A New Project Generation Meeting was held online on March 1, 2026, with the participation
of our Chairwoman of the Board Ayla Alkan, our Head of Project Commission Şenay Karasu,
our Project Commission Member Süheyla Biçer, and EU Project Expert Fatih Şahin.



O U R  M E E T I N G S
0 1 . 0 3 . 2 0 2 6

A meeting was held at our Association office with Toprak Yıldız, the facilitator of the İzmir City
Council Environment and Ecology Working Group, regarding the photography exhibition and panel
event planned in İzmir as part of World Water Day.



VISITS
A significant milestone has been reached in the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of
Business (AACSB) International Accreditation process, which has been pursued by the Dokuz Eylül
University Faculty of Business since 2018. This accreditation is recognized as one of the most
prestigious quality assurance systems in business education worldwide and is held by a limited
number of universities in our country.

To share and celebrate the progress of the Faculty reaching the final stage of this elite
accreditation process, a cocktail program was organized by the university. Our association was
represented at the event by our Chairwoman of the Board Ayla Alkan, Vice Chairwoman Günnur
Yağcıoğulları, and General Secretary Ebru Taga Tanrıöğen. During the program, our
representatives met with the Dean of the Faculty of Business, Prof. Dr. Elif Yaprak Gülcan.
Within the scope of the existing cooperation protocol between Dokuz Eylül University Faculty of
Business and our association, we would like to express our pride in participating in this
meaningful organization.



VISITS
On March 27, 2026, the Mayor of Konak, Ms. Nilüfer Çınarlı Mutlu, was visited by our Chairwoman
of the Board Ayla Alkan, Vice Chairwoman Günnur Yağcıoğulları, General Secretary Ebru Taga
Tanrıöğen, and Board Member Şenay Karasu.
During the meeting, a strategic exchange of ideas was conducted focusing on Sustainable
Development Goals, aimed at increasing the effectiveness of women in economic and social life
and developing impact-oriented, long-term collaborations between local governments and civil
society. Through collective wisdom and strong partnerships, a significant foundation was
established for the implementation of projects that will contribute to social transformation.
We would like to thank the Honorable Mayor for her kind hospitality and visionary approach, and
we believe that the collaborations to be established will create sustainable and measurable
impacts.



EVENTS Our Vice Chairwoman of the Board, Günnur Yağcıoğulları, and our member, Burcu Küçükerciyes,
represented our association at the event organized by Karabağlar Municipality as part of the March
8 International Women's Day celebrations.



EVENTS Our Chairwoman of the Board, Ayla Alkan, was a guest on the program 'Hayatın İçinden'
(From Within Life) with İlkay Kıyak on Ege Telgraf Newspaper's platform on March 6, 2026.



EVENTS

A "Zero Waste" Training session was successfully held at our Association office. The training
was conducted by Mr. Ergül Güngör, where significant information was shared regarding the
promotion of sustainable living habits, the reduction of waste generation in daily life and
institutions, the efficient use of resources, and the implementation of the zero-waste
approach.
Together with the participants, a productive evaluation process was carried out on
strengthening the sense of environmental responsibility, disseminating sustainable living
practices, and zero-waste policies that can be implemented in institutions.
We would like to thank Mr. Ergül Güngör for this valuable training, which contributes to
increasing environmental awareness in line with sustainable development goals, and we
wish to inform you that we will continue to strengthen social awareness through similar
initiatives.



MEMBER 
BUSINESS VISIT:

Ş E N A Y  K A R A S U / M U S A L  G R O U P
1 8 . 0 2 . 2 0 2 6

Our Board Member, Ms. Şenay Karasu, was visited at her workplace as part of our efforts to
engage with our members' professional activities. During this visit, our member, who is the
founder of 2NS Architecture and a Senior Architect, shared valuable insights regarding her
professional career and corporate operations.

She further informed us that within the Musal Group, which has been active since 1995,
they provide services in domestic road transport, construction, vehicle service and after-
sales services, and pre-school education. Currently serving as the executive responsible for
financial affairs and construction departments at Musal Group, our member also shared that
she continues her painting studies and is planning new exhibitions in the coming year.

We would like to thank her for her kind hospitality and the valuable perspectives she
shared, and we wish her continued and increasing success in all her endeavors.

As the Association, we would like to emphasize our pleasure in observing the efforts and
contributions of our members in their professional lives firsthand and in strengthening our
solidarity through these visits.



MEMBER 
BUSINESS VISIT:

Ş E N A Y  K A R A S U / M U S A L  G R O U P



MONTHLY
MEMBERS’
MEETING

Organized by our Networking and Organization Commission, our March Monthly Member Meeting
was held on March 25, 2026, at Ontur Hotel, with a focus on sustainable values.
The guest speaker of our event was Ms. Elif Bozkurt, the founder of Laetus Beauty Natural
Personal Care Products. Laetus Beauty is a brand that stands out for its health and
environmentally conscious production approach, developing additive-free, natural, and high-
quality products using ingredients derived from medicinal and aromatic plants. Ms. Elif Bozkurt
enriched our event by sharing her extensive knowledge and experience in this field.
Additionally, we celebrated the birthdays of our members born in February and March with a
cake-cutting ceremony.
We would like to thank all our participating members and our esteemed guest for their
contributions.



MONTHLY
MEMBERS’
MEETING
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GETTING TO
KNOW OUR
MEMBERS

Born in İzmir, Ceren Tekin is a graduate of Dokuz Eylül University Faculty of Law. She completed
her Master’s degree in European Union Law and further advanced her international legal
perspective through graduate studies at Justus Liebig University in Germany. Most recently, she
has been admitted to the Master of Laws (LLM) program at Florida International University,
scheduled to begin in August 2026. A member of the İzmir Bar Association since 2004, she has
been actively practicing law for over two decades.
Ceren Tekin provides legal consultancy in both Turkish and English to domestic and international
clients. Emphasizing academic and professional contribution, she has published research on the
insolvency of multinational corporations within the framework of EU and Turkish law, as well as a
joint academic publication on alternative dispute resolution methods.
In addition to her legal practice, she is deeply interested in the entrepreneurship ecosystem, the
economic empowerment of women, and supporting young startups. She contributes as a Legal
Mentor at Dokuz Eylül University Technopark (DEPARK) and the İzmir Development Agency
(IZKA).
Merging her professional discipline with her artistic side, Ceren Tekin has been involved in music
for many years as a guitarist and vocalist. She prioritizes aligning her legal expertise with social
benefit, women's empowerment, and sustainable development goals. Within this framework, she
aims to reflect her knowledge, experience, and energy through collaborative projects under the
umbrella of USKD.

ATTORNEY AT LAW
TRADEMARK ATTORNEY / MEDIATOR

CEREN TEKİN



APRIL
IMPORTANT

DAYS AND
WEEKS

April 7: World Health Day

April 14: Martyrs’ Week

April 15-22: Tourism Week

April 22: Earth Day

April 20-26: Holy Birth Week

April 23: National Sovereignty and Children’s Day

April 23: World Book Day and Libraries Week

April 25: Statistics Day of Türkiye



OUR 
SOCIAL MEDIA

ACCOUNTS

Instagram: @uskdglobal

Linkedin: USKD (Association for Women In
Inernational Sustainable Development)

PROJECT SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS:
Instagram: @surdurulebilirkalkinmaprojesi

X: surdrlblrklknma
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