
BULLETIN
NOVEMBER
2025



LETTER FROM
THE PRESIDENT

Dear Members,

We’ve just wrapped up another eventful November together. Thanks to each of your efforts,
contributions, and presence, this month the heartbeat of USKD felt stronger than ever. It was a
busy pace — endless meetings, new collaborations… But let’s admit it: everything becomes more
meaningful and more enjoyable when we’re together.

The most profound day of November, as always, was November 10th. We once again
commemorated Gazi Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, the founder of our Republic, with gratitude and
respect on the anniversary of his passing. His visionary approach to modernity, science,
education, and women’s rights continues to be the cornerstone of our work. After all, what
defines us is carrying these values into the future.

The workshop we held this month brought a brand-new synergy to all of us. It made me very
happy to see that we have embraced the motto “Sustain – Transform – Empower” not merely as
a slogan, but as the very essence of our roadmap. I extend my heartfelt thanks to all members
who participated. For those who couldn’t join, rest assured — this is a long journey, and our
doors are always open. We are growing together, and together, we are getting stronger.

Throughout November, we engaged in both national and international interactions in the areas of
sustainability, gender equality, climate, and social impact. New connections, new collaborations,
new opportunities… In short, we didn’t just manage today; we also began to lay the groundwork
for a stronger tomorrow. (Yes, our vision is bold — but what can we say, it’s in our nature.)

As we leave behind this powerful month, I sincerely thank each of you for your dedication, faith,
and support. In December, we’ll take even more visible, impactful, and inspiring steps. If
November was this dynamic, I can confidently say that December will bring us an exciting
momentum.

With love, solidarity, and strength,

Ayla Alkan
President
International Women in Sustainable Development Association (USKD)
Chairwoman of the Board



CELEBRATING
OUR

HAPPY
MOMENTS

• 1 NOVEMBER ZÜBEYDE NACAR

• 10 NOVEMBER CEREN TEKİN

• 21 NOVEMBER GAMZE UÇAR

• 8 DECEMBER MAKBULE APAYDIN

• 9 DECEMBER BAŞAK AN

• 13 DECEMBER ZEYNHEP İLAYDA KARADAĞ



BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 

MEETING

The first Board of Directors meeting of November was held. The meeting was attended by our
President Ayla Alkan, Vice Presidents Gunnur Yagciogullari and Serap Özöktem, General
Secretary Ebru Taga Tanrıöğen, Treasurer Handan Kaçar, Board Members Nuriye Çınarlı, Ülgen
Yasakçılar, Irmak Nural, Nilüfer Barış Erdem, and Chair of the Networking and Organization
Committee Özlem Ünsoy.



BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 

MEETING

Our second Board of Directors meeting in November was held with the participation of our
President Ayla Alkan; Vice Presidents Serap Özöktem and Günnur Yağcıoğulları; General
Secretary Ebru Taga Tanrıöğen; Treasurer Handan Kaçar; Board Members Nuriye Çınarlı, Özlem
Özmen Ekinci, Gamze Bilgen Torun, and Sevgi Sakarya; and our Founding Member Huriye Serter.
In addition, our Press Consultant Arda Küçükerciyes also attended the meeting.



MEETINGS Our monthly accounting meeting was held with the participation of our President Ayla Alkan and
our Treasurer Handan Kaçar, together with our accountants Senem and Eray Tuna.



DEVELOPING 
WORKSHOP 

MEETING

Our monthly accounting meeting was held with the participation of our President Ayla Alkan and
our Treasurer Handan Kaçar, together with our accountants Senem and Eray Tuna.



PRESS COMMITEE 
MEETING

A productive meeting was held with the Press Committee at our association office.
During the meeting, the first year of USKD was evaluated, the outcomes of the year-end 
development workshop were shared, and key topics for strategic planning for the upcoming 
period were discussed.
At the end of the meeting, we celebrated this special milestone together by cutting the 1st-
anniversary cake, a surprise prepared by our Press Consultant, Arda Küçükerciyes.



SUSTAINABILITY 
TEAM MEETING

The meeting was attended in person by our Sustainability Leader Sevgi Sakarya, Vice
President Günnur Yağcıoğulları, Board Member Irmak Nural, and Founding Member Huriye 
Serter.
Additionally, Board Member Neşe Can and Member Özgür Kozanoğlu Özge joined the meeting
online.



LÖSEV MEETING
Representatives from LÖSEV (The Foundation for Children with Leukemia) visited our office 
to discuss potential collaboration areas and explore opportunities for joint projects with our 
association.



DEVELOPMENT 
WORKSHOP

We have successfully completed the USKD 2nd Development Workshop, held over 
two days under the theme “Sustain, Transform, Empower.”
Day 1
We concluded a highly engaging first day filled with sessions on sustainable development, 
communication, equality, and strategic growth. We extend our gratitude to our esteemed 
guests whose inspiring contributions added strength and momentum to our work.



DEVELOPMENT 
WORKSHOP

Dr. Cengiz Üzün, Specialist in Personal and Corporate Communication Strategies, conveyed 
the transformative power of communication with a profound perspective.
Our Advisory Board Member & Director of YÜKAM, Prof. Dr. Huriye Toker, illuminated our path 
with her academic vision and extensive expertise.
USKD Honorary Member & National Athlete Büşra Ün inspired the “empowerment” theme with 
her determination and remarkable success story.
Our Project Consultant Fatih Şahin made valuable contributions to our strategic planning 
process.
Gender Equality Specialist Atty. Destina Berfin Sever highlighted key points on equality and 
awareness.



DEVELOPMENT 
WORKSHOP

Day 2
The second day of our workshop was completed with renewed energy in line with our motto 
“Sustain, Transform, Empower.”
Our guest of the day was Necdet Erdeniz, Founder of Sahne Ayna and a drama & theatre artist. 
Through the interactive group exercises he conducted, he offered our members a fresh 
perspective and added great dynamism to the workshop.
We were also joined today by USKD Honorary Member Büşra Ün and Dr. Cengiz Üzün, the 
moderator of the first day. We sincerely thank them for their presence and valuable contributions.
We extend our gratitude to all our members, participants, and speakers who contributed to these 
two meaningful days.
Together, we sustain, together we transform, together we empower.
As the USKD family, we continue moving forward with determination toward more sustainable 
tomorrows.



DEVELOPMENT 
WORKSHOP



OUR ACTIRVITIES;
SELLUKA PROJECT

As part of our Selluka Project, a meaningful event was held with the participation of Karabağlar
Municipality employees and Esenyalı Neighborhood Muhtar Mr. Ali Rıza Üner, accompanied by 
our members.
A portion of our Selluka plants—carefully preserved by the Karabağlar Municipality Parks and 
Gardens Directorate—were planted in the protected areas surrounding the muhtarlık building.
We extend our gratitude to all participants who contributed to our Selluka Project, which has 
become a symbol of our commitment to nature and urban aesthetics.
We would like to express our heartfelt thanks especially to our Vice President Günnur Yağcıoğlu, 
and to our Project Commission member Nihal Atçalı, for their dedication and invaluable support 
throughout this process.



OUR ACTIRVITIES;
SELLUKA PROJECT



REFLECTIONS ON 
SUSTAIBABILITY

’’ THE IMPACT OF 
INDIVIDUAL DECISIONS ON 

MICRO-ECOLOGICAL 
SYSTEMS’’

Although sustainability is often associated with large-scale global systems—such as energy
networks, food chains, waste management, and carbon cycle performance—an increasingly
prominent approach in the scientific literature argues that the micro-ecological impact of individuals’
daily behaviors must also be examined. In this context, an individual’s sustainability practice can be
considered a “behavioral parameter” that constitutes the lowest layer of large-scale sustainability
models.

Every behavioral pattern that an individual performs in daily life (such as the duration and areas of
water use, consumption habits, electricity-use practices and reflexes, contribution to recycling,
digital carbon footprint, etc.) essentially forms a micro-input. Although these inputs may seem
insignificant on a personal level, they generate cumulative effects at the systemic level.
The distinctive aspect of an individual sustainability model lies in a high “attention threshold” and a
strong sense of awareness within the decision-making process. In other words, the factor
determining behavioral choice is not obligation, but a cognition-based mechanism grounded in
awareness. In environmental science, this mechanism is referred to as a behavioral environmental
feedback loop.

An individual's understanding of sustainability—namely, their response to the environment—is
dependent on a level of consciousness linked to ecological systems. Moreover, the behavioral
pattern that emerges at the individual level creates a local stability effect within ecological systems.
In sustainability terms, small-scale but consistently repeated individual actions can produce
significant effects within local mechanisms.

(For example: Regularly reducing waste can minimally influence regional waste volume and
contribute to softening the local carbon emission curve.)
In conclusion, the sustainability approach of individuals represents a small-scale, behavior-based,
self-operating form of ecological regulation. It transforms the individual from a passive component
of global problems into an independent, dynamic, and systemic actor.
Atty. Özgür KOZANOĞLU ÖZGE

.
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GETTING TO
KNOW OUR
MEMBERS One of the founding members of our association, Attorney Muzaffer Sevgi Sakarya, is proficient in English 

and is also a mother of one.

A graduate of Dokuz Eylül University Faculty of Law, Sakarya has been practicing as an independent 
attorney in İzmir for 35 years and continues her work as a certified mediator.

In the 35th year of her career, she brought a fresh perspective to her professional journey by transferring 
her long-standing experience and deep-rooted knowledge to a young and dynamic law firm established in 
Urla, where she serves as a founding partner. This unique structure, which combines a shared vision with 
individual expertise, aims to provide personalized, solution-oriented legal services across all areas of law 
while placing a strong emphasis on collaborative teamwork.

Throughout her professional life, she has centered her work on the ideals of justice, ethical values, equality, 
and human rights. She has strengthened her commitment to these principles through continuous 
education, participating in various programs offered by esteemed institutions such as the Union of Turkish 
Bar Associations, İzmir Bar Association, the United Nations, and the Council of Europe—often taking on 
active roles as a “facilitator.” In addition, she has contributed to training seminars across many bar 
associations in Türkiye and has been honored with several plaques of appreciation in her field.

Sakarya is active not only in traditional areas of law but also in contemporary issues such as the protection 
of personal data, for which she regularly writes articles.

As of September 2024, she serves as a Founding Member and Sustainability Team Leader of the 
International Association for Women in Sustainable Development (USKD). In her work, she upholds 
contemporary values in line with Atatürk’s principles and reforms, advocating for women’s equal and active 
participation in sustainable development processes.

Muzaffer Sevgi SAKARYA / 

Attorney-at-Law



OCTOBER| 
NOTABLE

DAYS&
WEEKS

3 December International Day of Persons with Disabilities

5 December Women’s Rights Day

10 December Human Rights Day

31 December New Year’s Eve



OUR SOCIAL 
MEDIA 

ACCOUNTS

• Instagram: @uskdglobal

• Linkedin: USKD ((Association for Women in
• International Sustainable Development)

• Project Social Media Accounts:

• Instagram: @surdurulebilirkalkinmaprojesi

• X: surdrlblrklknma


