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LETTER FROM
THE PRESIDENT

Dear Members ,

As February  begins , we have entered a period in which our Associationôs momentum is set to 

accelerate, our sphere of influence will expand, and our strategic engagements will grow 

stronger. Step by step, we are advancing toward a position where we are more visible in the field 

and more decisive at the table. We will achieve this together, through your invaluable 

contributions and dedicated efforts . 

One of the key milestones of the month was our comprehensive interview with Ms. Seda Gºk 

from Ticaret  Newspaper . During this discussion, we articulated our 2026 vision, emphasized the 

critical role of civil society ïpublic ïprivate sector collaboration in sustainable development, and 

strongly underscored the urgent need for integrated and forward - looking policies in water 

governance . 

Water is no longer merely an environmental issue; it is a strategic development priority directly 

linked to economic security, food supply, social stability, and womenôs labor. Addressing this 

issue is not a matter of choice ðit is a responsibility. As an association, we are ready to take  

responsibility . 

Another significant engagement in February was our meeting with the Mayor of Karabaĵlar, Helil  

Kēnay.The following  technical consultations with the municipalityôs Research  and  Development 

Unit  have objectify  our potential to develop joint projects at the local level. We act with the clear 

understanding that global goals cannot be achieved without building strong and effective local 

partnerships . 

We are moving forward to become an organization that not only  plan s, speaks , proposes policy  

and  follows developments but  also shape s and  direct  them.
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THE PRESIDENT

We have also begun welcoming guests at our office while attending several meetings related to 

our field. By hosting the UKAKED Board of Directors and the EU Ķzmir Representative, Mr. 

Ceyhan ¢i­ek, we strengthened our bilateral relations. We had a conversation over an iftar 

dinner about effective communication and volunteerism  together with our corporate mentor, Mr. 

Cengiz ¦z¿n. All of our commissions held meetings, identified their areas of work, and 

accelerated their activities. From here, I sincerely congratulate each of our commission leaders 

and commission members individually. Their efforts are truly valuable.

In line with our 2026 objectives:

Å Increasing multi -stakeholder collaborations,

Å Strengthening womenôs influence in economic and social decision-making mechanisms,

Å Transforming sustainability topics into integrated projects with local governments  are among 

our primary priorities.

Each of your contributions, expertise, and belief constitute the main foundation of this journey. 

We are expanding our impact, raising our voice, and not hesitating to take responsibility. 

Because we know that transformation begins with courage.  

With the hope of moving forward with even stronger steps in March.

Respectfully,

Ayla Alkan
Chair of the Board
Association of Women in International Sustainable Development (USKD)



CELEBRATING
OUR

HAPPY
MOMENTS

Å 14 FEBRUARY   SEVĶL HELVA

Å 24 FEBRUARY  IRMAK YAL¢INSOY

Å 27 FEBRUARY   FATMA HORASAN

Å 6 MARCH   ĶNCĶ ¥ZTEMUR

Å 13 MARCH  ELĶF SAĴDI¢

Å 17 MARCH  ¥ZLEM ¥ZMEN EKĶNCĶ

Å 25 MARCH  AYLA ALKAN

Å 26 MARCH  FĶGEN BAY¦LKEN



BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 
MEETING-1

1 1 . 0 2 . 2 0 2 6

Our Board of Directors meeting was held with the participation of our Chair of the Board,
Ayla Alkan ; our Vice Chairs, Serap ¥zºktemand G¿nnurYaĵcēoĵullarē; our Secretary
General, Ebru Taga Tanrēºĵen; Board  Members , Irmak  Nural  and  ķenay Karasu  in  our  
Associationôs Office .



BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 
MEETING-2
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Our Board of Directors meeting was held in  our  Associationôs Office,  with the participation s of
our Chair of the Board, Ayla Alkan ; our Vice Chairs, Serap ¥zºktemand G¿nnurYaĵcēoĵullarē;
our Secretary General, Ebru Taga Tanrēºĵen; and our Board Member s, ¥zlem¥zmenEkinci ,  
Irmak  Nural , Arēn­ Adēvar, Handan  Ka­ar, Muzaffer  Sevgi  Sakarya .



USKD SUSTAINABILITY 
TEAM M E E T I N G

2 4 . 0 2 . 2 0 2 6

An online  meeting  was  held  by  the  USKD Sustainability  Team .



S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  
T E A M  A N D  

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  
R E L A T I O N S  

C O M M I S S I O N  
M E E T I N G

0 4 . 0 2 . 2 0 2 6

The USKD Sustainabilitiy  Team  and  International  Relations  
Commission meeting was held on February  4, 2026  in  our  
Associationôs Office .



EDUCATION AND 
WORKSHOP 

COMMISSION MEETING
20.02.2026

The USKD Education  and  Workshop  Commission meeting was held on February  20, 2026 .



NETWORKING AND 
ORGANIZATION 

COMMISSION MEETING
04 .02.2026

The USKD Network  and  Organization  Commission meeting was held on February  4, 2026 .



PROJECT  
DEVELOPMENT  

COMMISSION MEETING
04.02.2026

The USKD Project  Development  Commission meeting was held on February  4, 2026 .



PROJECT 
DEVELOPMENT 

COMMISSION MEETING
1 1 .02.2026

The USKD Project  Development  Commission meeting was held online  on February  11 ,
2026 .



PROJECT 
DEVELOPMENT 

COMMISSION MEETING
2 0 .02.2026

The USKD Project  Development  Commission meeting was held online  on February  20,
2026 .



INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS 

COMMISSION MEETING
1 8 .02.2026

The USKD International  Relations  Commission meeting was held online  on February  18,
2026 .



COMMISSION LEADERSô 
MEETING

25 .02.2026

The USKD Commission Leaders ô meeting was held in  our  Associationôs Office  on
February  25, 2026 .



OUR PARTNERSHĶP 
MEETING S

KARABAĴLAR 
MUNICIPALITY

2 4 .02.2026

We have  held  a meeting  with  the  Deputy  Mayors  of  Karabaĵlar Municipality  and  Foreign  
Relations  and  Projects  Unit  as The  International  Womenôs Association  for  Sustainable  
Development  on  February  24, 2026 .



PROJECT MEETING
24.02.2026

A new  project  development  meeting  was  also  held  online  with  the  participation  of  our  
Chairwoman  of  the  Board,  Ayla  Alkan ;  our  Project  Development  Chair,  ķenay Karasu ;  
Project  Commission  member  S¿heyla Bi­er and  our  European  Union  Project  Expert  Fatih  
ķahin on  February  24 , 2026 .



VISITS UKAKED held  an  introductory  meeting  at  our  Office .



VISITS
The European  Union  Ķzmir Representative  Ceyhan  ¢i­ek have  visited  our  office  on 
Friday , 27  February  2026 , and  a productive  meeting  was  held  with  him .



OUR EVENTS The ñLocal Democracy and Civil Society Panelòwas held on 07 .02 .2026 , to strengthen the

culture of local democracy in Ķzmir,address urban and citizen rights through a rights -based

approach, and elevate the relationship between civil society and local governments to a

more effective framework of cooperation . 

The  gathering  was  organized  by  the ĶzmirCity Council, in collaboration with the Ķzmir

Democracy Platform, ĶzmirWomenôsOrganizations Union, T¿layAktaĸVoluntary

Organizations Solidarity Network, We Will Stop Femicide Platform, Accessible Right to Life

Network, 365 Days We Are Disabled Platform, Afalina Animal Rights Community, and

Student Collectives .

Bringing together approximately 250 civil society organizations and representatives, the

panel aimed to foster experience sharing, collective intelligence, and the strengthening of

sustainable solidarity networks . Through multi -stakeholder sessions, concrete roadmaps

were discussed to build a more inclusive, accessible, and sustainable civil society ecosystem

at the local level .

On behalf of the International WomenôsAssociation for Sustainable Development, our

Chairwoman of the Board, Ayla Alkan, and our Vice Chair, Serap ¥zºktem, attended this

significant gathering as representatives of our Association .



OUR EVENTS On 17  February  2026 , an  external  stakeholders ô meeting  was  held  as part  of  the  Karabaĵlar 

Municipality  Local  Equality  Action  Plan Project . Our  association  was  represented  by  our  Vice  

Cahir  of  the  Board,  G¿nnur Yaĵcēoĵullarē.



OUR EVENTS Our  Chair  of  the  Board , Ayla  Alkan,  conducted  an  interview  with  Seda  Gºk from  the  press  

delegation  at  our  assosicationôs Office  on  February  4, 2026 .



MEMBER WORKPLACE 
VISIT

 9b!¸ Y!w!{¦κa¦{![ Dwh¦t
1 8 . 0 2 . 2 0 2 6

Our  Board Member, Ms. ķenayKarasu, was visited at her workplace within the scope of her

professional activities .

As the founder of 2NS Architecture and a Master Architect, our member shared valuable

insights with us regarding her professional career and company operations during the visit .

 

She also stated that under the umbrella of Musal Group, which has been operating since

1995 , they actively provide services in domestic road transportation, construction, vehicle

service and after -sales services, as well as preschool education . 

Serving as the executive responsible for the finance and construction departments at Musal

Group, our member also shared that she continues her painting practice and is planning

new exhibitions in following year . 

We sincerely thank her for her kind hospitality and valuable insights, and we wish her

continued and increasing success in all her endeavors .

As an Association, we would like to emphasize that we take great satisfaction in observing

our membersôprofessional contributions on-site and in strengthening our solidarity through

such visits .
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VISIT
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ASSOCIATONôS ĶFTAR 
D I N N E R

2 5 . 0 2 . 2 0 2 6

An iftar  dinner  program  organized  by  our  Association  was  held . On this  

meaningful  evening , where  we  strengthened  our  unity  and  solidarity , we  

experienced  the  joy  of  sharing  the  same  table . Following  the  iftar  program,  a 

talk  titled  ñVolunteerism  and  Belonging ò was  held  with  the  participation  of  

our  Corporate  Mentor,  Dr. Cengiz  ¦z¿n. A highly  productive  and  inspiring  

discussion  took  place  on  the  role  of  belonging  in  our  individual  and  

institutional  lives , its  impact  on  our  social  bonds , and  its  relationship  with  

sustainable  success



ASSOCIATONôS ĶFTA R  
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